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FOREWORD 


i ees Farm Families are among the leaders who 

have demonstrated their ability to make the 

considerable and necessary adjustments required to 

succeed in today’s complex agriculture. Scientific 

methods advance continuously and extend the hori- 

zons for more efficient and more economic production. 

These families have been able to apply skill and good 

i management in a balanced use of the total resources 
/ available, including land, labour and capital. The 
ane adjustments required need not always be painful if 
tackled with vigor and imagination for if our agricul- 
tural population is to share in the general economic 
growth and rising standards of living, we must have 


families on the land who can show the way. 


An efficient and successful farm operation also 
provides a comfortable home and a good standard of 
family living. Harmony in family living, achievement of 
family goals, and a full contribution to the community 
as responsible citizens mark this year’s Master Farm 


Family award winners. 


I am again honoured to express the just tribute 
and sincere congratulations of the Government of this 
Province and of the Department of Agriculture to the 
four families who have achieved this high award 
for 1963. 


HONOURABLE HARRY E. STROM, 


Minister of Agriculture. 


The Dumonts presently farm 1,600 acres plus 
a grazing lease two miles west and four miles south 
of Bonnyville. The grey wooded soil of the area 


has presented production problems which have 


been surmounted through use of suitable crop 


fertilizers and rotations and good soil management. 


The rotation includes wheat and oats followed by 


Northern Zone 


Mr. and Mrs. Donat Dumont, pioneers in the 
Bonnyville district. 


Family 


OF BONNYVILLE 


| Pee by a father who longed to farm but who 

did not get the chance until late in life, Donat 
Dumont migrated from New Hampshire with his 
parents in 1914 to take out one of the first home- 
steads in the district southwest of Bonnyville. At 
first he helped his father, then acquired land of his 


own, married, and raised a family of three daughters 
and three sons. 


This extensive layout of buildings, houses the dairy 
and hog-raising operations on the Dumont farm. 


a forage mixture consisting mainly of brome and 
alfalfa. The farm supports one of the few large herds 
of registered Holsteins in the district. The forty odd 
milk cows provide the main revenue through milk 
shipped to the Bonnyville market. The surplus is 
separated. The cream is shipped and the skim milk 
is fed to a hundred or more high grade market hogs 
per year. Another sixty head of young dairy stock 
go to the veal or beef market, or find their way into 


other district herds as replacements. 


During the time that the development of the 
farming enterprise was taking place, all members 
of this family helped in the farming activities, 
while they were getting an education. The three 
daughters, now married, received University educa- 
tions. Judith took Education at University, and taught 
for seven years, Esther received her B.Sc. degree 
in Home Economics, and served as District Home 
Economist for four years, while Lucienne also took 
Education at University, and was a teacher. Maurice, 
the youngest of the family has completed two years 
of arts and is commencing law this year. Emile and 
Arthur, who are in partnership with their father, and 
who both have a grade XI education are proof that 
“you can keep them down on the farm” if they have 
an opportunity and are encouraged to share in the 
responsibility and rewards of the farm. The happy 
close-knit family relationship, in a home that not 
only has all modern conveniences and utilities, but 
most important has an atmosphere of sharing enjoy- 
ment, has undoubtedly been a major factor in the 


development of this family. 


Not all of the activities have been centered on 
the farm and the family. Mr. Dumont has contributed 
to his community through such activities as being 
president of the R.E.A., director of the N.A.D.P. 
Co-op, 4-H Club leader, and trustee on the local 
school board. The other members of the family 
have been active in recreational and educational 
activities. 


The accomplishments of this family are notable. 


They started as pioneers, working with oxen on an 


isolated and almost grudging homestead. Today 
they are a happy, close-knit, well informed and 
widely interested family on a large, productive and 
efficient farm. This indicates a philosophy and faith, 


planning and perseverence that entitles the Dumonts 


to take their place in the ranks of Alberta’s Master 
Farm Families. 


Part of the large herd of registered Holstein dairy 
cows wends its way homeward at milking time. 


The three Dumont sons enjoy a welcome break for 
hot coffee and fresh, home-baked rolls in the 
Dumont kitchen. 
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IX miles north of Gadsby,on a large and rambling 
spread is the Quance layout that combines most 
of the good features of farming and ranching. The 
planned operation of this unit, the participation of 
its young family, plus the interest taken in neigh- 
bors, district and community, has resulted in Mel 
Quance and family being named one of Alberta's 
Master Farm Families for 1963. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Mel Quance of Gadsby take an equal 
share in the responsibilities of their operation. 


Daughters Pearl and Gloria assist their mother in 
such domestic duties as baking, preserving, and 
running the house. 


The farm consists of seventeen quarters. The 
better quality land is utilized for production of 
wheat, oats, and forage, and includes fallow in the 
rotation. The lower, and rougher land is used for 
pasturing the fine breeding herd of one hundred 
cows and their calves. Supplemental grazing is 


provided by seeded forage. The calves are over- 
wintered on a growing rotation, and are put on feed 
early the following summer, in order to hit the 


finished market in early autumn. This combination 
of grain, grass, cows, calves and feeders makes 


excellent use of labour, and allows flexibility to take 
advantage of market changes. The rotation of crops, 
plus the use of manure, aids in conserving and 


improving the land. 


The livestock program was started many years 
Gee ovelir, OQuonce or, Mel's father. The- herd 


then consisted of relatively well bred Shorthorns, 


but about thirty years ago the use of registered 
Angus bulls was commenced, and has continued to 
date. This program has resulted in large Angus 
type animals, that are raising exceptionally big and 
well developed calves, possibly due to the high milk 


production. 


Careful selection of equipment, together with 
a good exchange of labour and machinery with the 
neighbors allows this operation to be carried on 
very successfully with a relatively low machinery 
expenditure. 


An enterprise this size requires records, not only 
to indicate what has been done, but also to point 
the direction to be taken in the future. The job of 
keeping these records falls to Mrs. Quance, who 
has found this a challenging task during all of the 


time she has been associated with the farm. 


This family includes three generations. Mr. 
Quance Sr. who is 84 years old, lives with them. 
He still owns a half section of land but limits his 
activities to working in the garden and grounds. 
In this area of activity he has undoubtedly helped 
Pearl, the oldest member of the family who has been 
a 4-H Garden member for three years, and who 
presently has a very commendable display of 
vegetables and flowers. Gloria, the younger sister 
is not old enough to join the club, but both sisters 
share many of their activities, including piano 
lessons. The sons, Stanley, 9, and Dwight, 6, are 
impatiently waiting for the time they can join a 
beef club. All four children have chores for which 
they are responsible. They have a keen interest 


and detailed knowledge of the farm, and livestock. 


In community activities the interest of Mel has 
ranged from president of the local telephone com- 
pany, to leader of the local Cub group, chairman 
of the Scout finance committee, and member of the 
church board. Mrs. Quance is active in Explorer 
work with the girls’ groups, and community organiz- 
ations. Except for Pearl, who is active in the 4-H 
movement, the children are too young to take part 


in outside activities. 


Planning and balance are the keynotes to 
success of this family’s progress. Good husbandry, 
plus an appreciation of the need of reserves, as 
indicated by Mel’s statement, “Hay in the stack or 
grain in the bin is like money in the bank”, have 
allowed steady expansion of their livestock and 


farming activities. 


Father and sons inspect part of their herd of Angus 
cows and calves, 


A careful selection of equipment, and a good exchange 
of labour and machinery with neighbours, results in 
low machinery expenditure. 
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Ewald 
KADATZ 
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OF SOUTH EDMONTON 


pg ee to changing conditions have been 

guideposts for the progress leading to the 
Master Farm Family award for the Ewald Kadatz 
family. Mr. and Mrs. Kadatz and their son Elmer 
operate a rolling dairy farm situated six miles south 
and three miles east of Edmonton. Their 400 acre 
farm carries thirty high producing grade Holstein 
cows, supplying a hundred gallons of high quality 
milk per day for the Edmonton fluid market. 


Mr. and Mrs. Ewald Kadatz of South Edmonton — 


life is easier now than in the early years of farming. 


This rolling dairy farm makes the best possible use 
of the land for pasture, feed and garden. 


The operation started on the present farm 
twenty-nine years ago, when Ewald traded a 
quarter section he had bought, to his father, for the 
quarter on which the present farmstead is located. 
In the intervening years four additional parcels have 
been purchased and incorporated into the present 
unit. A mixed farming pattern has gradually given 
way to specialized dairy production. Buildings 


that were used for hogs and poultry have been 


remodelled, and now supplement the large relatively 
new mechanized barn to make up a very attractive 


and functional farmstead. 


The field operations have also changed drastic- 
ally. Acres that once produced a series of cereal 
crops are now more profitably used to produce high 
quality hay, and pasture for the herd. About two- 
fifths of the acreage, on a rotation basis, is used to 
produce the grain required by the cows. This 
cropping plan, plus advanced practices such as 
rotational grazing, the use of fertilizer, both commer- 
cial and barnyard, has not only protected the land 
from erosion but has built up soil productivity at 
the same time. 


Not all of the changes have been limited to the 
land, buildings, and livestock. Mrs. Kadatz relates 
the difficulties of trying to raise a young family while 
helping with the chores and field work — milking 
fifteen cows by hand, or helping to stack hay and 
all the while keeping an eye on a couple of active 
youngsters. She contrasts this with the present milk- 
ing machine and bulk tank, or the modern haying 
equipment, allowing one person now to do as much 
as four people twenty years ago, with only half 
the effort! 


And this change and improvement was carried 
on into the home. All modern.conveniences such 
as electric power, water on tap, thermostatically 
controlled heating, deep freeze, telephone and tele- 
vision make rural living on this farm equal to 
anything the city can offer. This, coupled with use 
of farm produce such as broiler chickens, garden 
produce and fruit, whether fresh, canned or frozen, 
provides quality, variety and economy that would 
be hard to buy. 


Not all of the efforts of the Kadatz family have 
been directed to their farm, their family, or them- 
selves. They have found time to take part in civic, 
agricultural, community and church affairs. Ewald 
was the original chairman of the local telephone 
co-op, was a school trustee for nine years, is active 
in church work, locally and at the national level. 
Music has been an integral part of their home and 
community life. Elmer is active in both a church 
band and district band, while Beverly his wife, plays 
both the piano and organ at church. 


For the past year the initial steps in still another 
change have been fashioned, altered and improved 
— fair arrangements for a father and son agreement > 
that will allow Elmer to take over the farm gradually, 
while Ewald and his wife prepare to take things a 
little easier. These plans, of course, must include 
fair consideration for the other two sons, Rueben 
and Rodney, who are now in Edmonton. Present 
plans indicate the Mother and Father will retire on 
the farm, still able to enjoy the life they love so well, 
and to be part of the farm and community to which 


they have given so much. 


Elmer and his father attend to daily milking chores, 
involving thirty head of prime Holstein cows. 


Mrs. Kadatz and daughter-in-law Beverly are busy 
at the week’s baking in the bright, convenient 
Kadatz kitchen. 


Southern Zone 


George 
DUDLEY 


Family 


OF MAGRATH 


EORGE and Alberta Dudley, of Magrath, with 
their family of eleven children, have demon- 
strated that a well managed farm can provide 
financial security, education, and cultural develop- 
ment of the family, and time to enjoy life together. 
This has been possible for them because of well 


planned objectives and a willingness to work hard. 


The part dry land and part irrigated farm of 
around 1,600 cultivated acres produces above 


average yields of grain, forage, and sugar beets, 


complementing the major farm ‘enterprize of raising 
and finishing beef cattle. Over 100 well bred beef 
cows utilize pasture, forage and by-products from 
the sugar beets to produce a healthy calf crop for 
herd replacements and the feed lot. These home 
raised calves are supplemented by the purchase 
on favourable markets of around 400 - 500 head of 
feeder cattle. The combination of dry and cultivated 
pastures helps put on most economical gains. Feed- 
ers are generally finished in the well equipped feed 
lot to reach the most profitable market in summer 
and fall before the heavy run of finished cattle reach 


marketable condition. Two separate, cultivated and 


Mr. and Mrs. George Dudley of Magrath have success- 
fully combined harmonious family living and 
community service. 


The attractive Dudley home is typical of the 
well-ordered layout of their entire operation. 


irrigated, pastures have carried an average of two 
head per acre throughout the growing season. This 
is accompanied by using recommended mixtures of 
pasture grasses, a heavy application of both manure 
and commercial fertilizer, timely and frequent irriga- 
tions and good management practices. Mr. Dudley 
considers his irrigated pastures actually provide 
one of the highest net returns per acre compared 


with any other crop grown. 


The Dudley family has grown up with the 
irrigation development of Southern Alberta. Mr. 
Dudley is the chairman on the Board of the Magrath 
Irrigation District and is very deeply concerned and 
involved in its management. Although most of the 
land is of relative uneven topography for irriga- 
tion; the family has shown considerable skill in 


irrigation practices. 


George Dudley is also active as president, 
director, or member of a number of agricultural 
organizations including The Alberta Sugar Beet 
Growers Association, The Magrath Co-operative 
Association, the F.U.A. and the Magrath Irrigation 
District. He has truly played a leadership role in 
many of these organizations. As a director of the 
Sugar Beet Grower's Association, he has travelled 
to many parts of the United States and Canada to 
study and observe new and improved farm practices. 
He has helped to have these practices adopted on 


his own farm and in the community. 


Mrs. Dudley has demonstrated outstanding 
leadership qualities as a mother and as an active 
participant in many community organizations in- 
cluding the school, church and agricultural interests. 
She has been a teacher, a leader and counsellor 


in many of the church and other local organizations. 


Gaylon, the oldest son, has earned his B.Sc. 
degree and has taught in the local high school. He 
has also completed a foreign mission in South Africa 


for his) church, 


Mary Ann, Mona and Dana have all attended 
University. John started University this year. Dana 
has returned to the University to complete her 
degree in Education. The rest of the family are on 
their way to receiving an adequate education and 
are as follows: Janet, grade 11; David, grade 9; 
Grant, grade 4; Brent, grade 4; Patricia, grade 1; 


Lorie Kay, 3 years of age. 


The boys and girls have been members of their 
local 4-H Clubs. They have participated in sports, 
both locally and when away at school, and all have 
found time for active participation and appreciation 
of music and other cultural pursuits. They also 


take an active part in their church. 


This family has achieved a high degree of 
balance between successful farming and harmoni- 
ous family living. They are worthy representatives 


of the growing association of Master Farm Families 


in this province. 


A portion of the beef herd being finished for 
early shipment to market. 


Mrs. Dudley’s outstanding leadership qualities extend 
to her home, where she receives plenty of assistance 
from her daughters. 
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OU who go forth to sow are sowing more than 
wheat, oats, or barley. You are sowing faith, 
hope, and courage. 


These things are impossible without the products 
of the fields. You provide energy for the multitude — 
energy that must depend on the food you furnish. 


In war and in peace your best efforts are required. 
You work hand in hand with the great mother. You 
are her doctors, her nurses; you bring to her soil that 
glowing health which in turn is reflected in the health 
of nations. 

Year after year you work in faith, and your faith 
builds the faith of the world. With your efforts all 
things are possible; without them nothing avails. 


E. B. SWINDLEHURST. 


THE MASTER FARM FAMILY 


PROGRAM WAS INITIATED IN 


ALBERTA ON FEBRUARY 17, 1949. 


IT 1S :A “PODS ee 
ALBERTA GOVERNMENT WHICH 
SEEKS: TO SELECT “AND eerie 
FARM FAMILIES WHO HAVE. 
MADE AN OUTSTANDING 
SUCCESS OF FARMING, HOME - 


MAKING AND CITIZENSHIP. 


